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NAMEs TIGNER, Rosa

I

DATE: February 6, 1961 (OF480

LOCATION: Boise, Idsho

INTERVIEWER: Mateo Osa

INTERVIEWER: This is an intsrview with Rosa Tigner conducted by Mateo
Usa on February 6, 1981 at 1127 Lee Street, Boise, Idaho.

You mentioned you were born in Texas?

RT: Yes, I was born in Texas -- Giddings, Texas. Don't ask me where

fomte

it is., It's some little place, I think southeazst of Austin.

R7: Uh-~huh, Giggings. G-I-D-D-I-N-G-S. Giddings. My parents left

exas -~ they were farm workers, they worked on a farm. But they
left Texas before I was school age and came west to Pocatello,
Idaho where my grandfather had came and settled due to working

onditions there on the railroad. It was the 0S&L at first.

MO: 05&L Railroad?

RT: Uh-huh - Oregon Shortline.

#0: Oh, the Oregon Shortline.

RT: Ummm -~ you should remember that, since you're from Oregon.

MO: Sure.  Your grandfather came across before your parents did?

RT: Oh yes, yesh.

M0: Kind of pioneered ocver?

RT: Over for us, yes. He got all of his children. His wife and children
and we 81l came, all the grandsons -- uh, not the grandsons, the
son-in-laws and what-have-you came and settled in Pocatello and
worked on the railroad. I had uncles and cousins come up because
ch, that was good, the railroad wages to what they had been.

MO: So compared to Texas it was...

RT: Heaven.
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It wss hesven.
‘eah, it wes heaven. See there you worked from si nup to sundown
and the wages were cheap.

Do you remember some of the wanes?
J Y

No, I just hesrd that they didn't make anything. Sometimes if they
got material -~ horseshoes, you know, they didn't have any money

coming, you know, you broke even.

They took that out of the wages?

Oh yesh.

Did your mom and dad in Texas, did they rent a place or work for
a land owner, or...

#lell as a rule, on the farm places where -- if you worked for a
man, he'd have a place for you to live and they lived on the farm
where they worked at -~ so I was told. Come west and work <ing on
the railroad, oh boy.

I will never forget seeing my first Christmas tree. DS&L, or
Union Pacific, later got to be that, every Christmas for all of their
workers they would have a Christmas tree. They'd have this huge, oh,
it'd reach the top of the ceiling.,

Where would they have it at?

In the shop there, at one of their shop places there, where they

worked there. But thcy would clean it up for Christmas and all of

the uézkprg could bring all of th91r children and they would get a

bag of candy » would have Christmas

hard candy 2nd that was the good old kind, and an apple and orange.
That, oh, to us that was everything.

You saw your first Christmas tree in Pocatello?
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Yeah, in Pocsatelloa.

How did you celebrate Christmas in Texas?

I don't remember anything sbout Texas. I'm sorry about that

I'd have to just tell what my mother said or my grandmother or

Cee

o

grandfather said, 'cause I don't know anything sbout... I can

remember them talking about Texas -- the 19th of June was a great
day emong the Blacks in Texas ~- that was Emancipation Proclamation

Lay. That day they didn't have to work, even their bosses or
employer or whatever you want to say, didn't require them to work.
But they would have -~ everybedy would get together, all the whole
Black community and they'd have barbegue. Barbeque beef, barbeque
beef, barbeque goat, and just celebrate that day. Lemonade, water-
melon, the whole works. That was a big day.

It was June--

The 1%th.

The 1%th?

Uh~huh, It was a common thing among us, among the Blacks - Juneteenth

Day. That was a great day.

What did you ecall it?

Juneteenth Day.

Juneteenth?

Yes, Junsteenth Day was a great day for us.

When did your parents -- you and your family move to Pocatello?
Oh we must have moved to Pocatello, it must have been about June

19, 21 or 22. 1 was born in 1918,

How did it compare

to Texas?
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Ch, well, there really wasn't any comparison because in Texas

we lived on somebody else's land, but in Pocstello they were able
to buy their own home, buy a car. Did I tell you —- I can remember
it's funpny being as young as I was, but I can remember that car,

to me it was the longest car. It wss the longest car, I don't
know if I'd ever seen a car hbefore, that
folded it was between the front seat and the back seat, ch, I
loved that. That was -- all of the grandkids, there were five

of us, we would all scramble to and we would always

be fighting over who was going to sit in the little seat.

And whose car was that?

My grandfather's.

You mentioned -- when did you first see that car?

That was somewhere '22 or '23 when we first came to Pocatello.

Did he drive up to the

Yes, he came up to the, piék my mother and my brother and me up,
and my dad.

You came in on the train from Texas?

Yes, on the trsin. Oh, that was a long ride. It seemed like we
just rode and rode -~ I guess we did; and rode and rode and rode.
See, my grandfather, making those wages and what-have-you, he
could afford to pay for it.

He paid for your way out there? -
Oh yeah, sure. From the way my mother talked, they would have never
made it out there -~ at that time, you know, times change like they

are now. Now I don't think that kind of stuff can be pulled anymore.

What was it like growing up in Pocatello, Idzho?
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Oh, I really enjoyed it. T can look back on my childhood cays

and it's a lot of pleasure and a lot of fun. We had more of a

family life. Even my grandfether would get in on it and we would

go to the grocery store and buy, say a dime's worth of ginger snaps,
and you'd get a number eight bag

his hands were large like -~ he would hide so many cookies,

them ginger snaps in his hands. If you could guess how many he had

in hi

4]

hand, then you could have, you knew, the amount that he had

in hi

harnd. That was a lot of fun to us. And he would buy raw

o}
w

segnuts and they would roast them. We used to sit argund and even

kel

¥

sweet potatoes, they would take and bake them -- sit around end tell
3

tales. And then somebimes, most of the times, 'cause my grandmother

was the Church Mother -- mother of the Bethel Baptist Church.

They would have services, you know, sing and pray and all like
that. We grew up in that kind of atmosphere. The atmosphere of
you can sit up in a chair and sleep all night but you didn't dare
go to bed until family prayer was done. They had everybody's meals
snd pray and that was always when you were free to go to bed; but
urtil that you sit down in a chair, lay on the floor, anywhere

and go to sleep, until prayer time. We never ate a meal but where
grace wasn't said.

Playing -- we had a curfew. I don't care if we were piaying
just next door. At eight o'clock we had a whistle, shop whistle
blowing, there was a whistle for eight o'clock in the morning,
there was a whistle for twelve o'clock, there was a whistle for
ore otclock, a whistle for four, a whistle for five, and a whistle

for eight o'clock. When that whistle blew, you had to be on the
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front porch.
Who was blowing the whistle?
Oh, the shop whistle, see. Because they had a shift that worked

=

from eight to five and then from - no, eight to four, no it

=
i

ive n!

D

Jock when they got off, that was five o'clock ¢ they would
blow that; the men would . Then you would work
from five until one, and then from one until e eight and then like
that. They had arocund-~the-clock shifts. But eight o'clock was
our curfew. I don't care, as I say, if we were right next door,
you had to be on the front porch.

Schonl -~ it was a lot of fun. We had a good mixture -- which
I was blessed at that time. We had whites, we had Blacks, we had
Indians, which they later -- I will never forget Nancy and Elaine
Bigie -~ I forget what their brother's name was. They'd taken thenm
out of public schools because they were Indians, but then we had
Italians and we had Greeks -- in our community, That's--
Is that from the railroead community, part of it -- or...
Yeah,
Did most of the railroad people live together?
Yeah, we all. From First Street, north First Street, up by the
flour miil, or Pocatello Avenue and Compton , on over to,

oh, Seventh Street, we had 2 mixed community ther Ttalians

[ﬂ

and Mexicans and Whites and Blacks.

Is that right near where you worked also -- the men worked?

Yeah, it was close. Everybody -~ they walked to work. I have heard
they didn't want Boise a "dinner bucket" town, but Pocatello was
strictly a "dinmer bucket" town.

A dinner bucket town -~ what do you mean?



R

M

v

T

0

es

7

TIGNER, Rosa

Yeah, you see them going -~ you've seen lunch pails, haven't you?

They take their lunch pails to work with them, and their overalls.

me

I
ot
ot
Ly
{0
i
)
av]
[wd
7
fums
H-
fou

[t
35
M
=
=
ot

]
ol
—
=
pu g
o]
=
[
-
Ch
i
i
]
jul
0
=i
Ui
W
-
joN
“

»

Cinders?

Yeah, from the coal, you know, blowing all over. Owver your washing
when you'd hang it out, but then no one seemed to mind. That was
our living. That was the life we lived at that time.

Did a lot of your friends from Texas come up?

fad

Yeah, thers were quite a few. One while there, most of the people

there were Texans. I don't know of any -- Texas and Arkansas, Oklahoma.
fhat time do you remember a lot of them coming up -- was it about
the time you were going up there? Did the population seem to peak
or was it before then?

Oh, it was in our growing -- in my growing up, it seemed as though
it kind of leveled off and stayed pretty well put. Up until in

the 50%,; later part of the 40's and early 50's, they had Westvaco
Plant open up there. We had a great number of Alabamans to come in.
That was good tco. Of course, there were so many -- they kind of
showed up some of the people that had besen in Idaho for a long time,
or around Pocatello a long time, because when Alabamans came in,
they bought homes, they started attending the PTA, oh, they just got
real citizen-minded then.

Wny do you think they were like that?

Oh, I kncw why, don't you? Know why anybody would understand why

they had an opportunity, you know, and they tock advantage of it.
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So you think it wes becsuse they were from Alabama that they had
the opportunity or beczuse they cams at that particular time, when
things wers opening up more for Blacks.

Well, combination of both because they were from Alsbama, possibly

~ : 3

from the communities where they didn't have the advantage

o
faid
@
o

were being offered and since the advantages were being extended to
them, they took advantage of it and proved what they could do.

As the kids say nowadays, they really got some crazy people there.
I den’t mean mentally so, but I mean

Pretty active,

Veah, upright citizens. Some that I'm rather proud of.

Did Black pecople in Pocstello do any other things besides railrocad
work that you can remember?

Oh, thers was some that worked in the private homes and some -~ no,
mostly some worked at the Hotel Bannock, but it was mostly the rail-
road. That was the center of it. Then there was an influx of

farm workers before the machimery took over. They used to come in
from San Joaquin Valley, you know, to do the beet thinning and the
potato picking  and the onicon topping and bucking spuds and all

of this. He had that,

‘as that seasonal type work?

Put a lot of Black people came in...

Came in from San Joaguin, California.

How about the effect of the Depression in Pocatello. What do you
remember about that?

That was rough; really rough. I remember, my grandfather didn't
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have that long car anymore. The work wasn't as plentiful. Our
family, we.were made closer, in the way of being made closer, I
mean we were -- whatever we had we would take to a central peint,

[

which was my grandfather's house; the big pot was cocked there.
There was always somsthing there,
[0: Sort of the gathering place?
RT:  VYeah. My grandfather and my grandmother we -- that was Big Hama
srd Big Papa, we always called Papa and Mama.
H0: What was his name?
RT: Charlie Washington.
MB: Charlie Washington?
RT: Uh-huh,
M0:  And your father's name is...
RT: Will Montgomery.
MO: Will Montgomery. So were a lot of railread workers laid off during
the Depression?
RT: That's true, uh-huh.
MO: Your father was laid off?
RT: Yesh, he left -- you know,
I don't know whether they couldn't understand or they couldn't,
or what, but anyway, sepsration took.
R0 How'about your grandfather, did he still work?
RT: No, he didn't, but my uncle did. Isaiah, he worked and a cousin
of mine,
t0: Isaiah
RT: Uh~huh.  You know, did I mention that befere? Isaish Washington?

MO: You mentioned your uncle but I don't thirk you mentiocned any names.
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¢eah, yeah Isaish Washington. Yeah, that was him. How did you

I just repeated what you ssid.

I mean how did you know about him? I gusss I'm talking so much,

I don't remember, but anyway, that was his name. Isaiazh Washington.
But then I had another cousin, Joe ashington and then another one,
cousin Sam Warmley -~ he worked on the railroad until he left.

Him and Joe worked and he got Jaid of f and then he left and he

went back to Qklahoma.

So did a lot of them leave Pocatello when the lay-offs started?

Yes

They just decided there wasntt. ..

Well no, they'd go anyplace where they thought there would be ~-
uhere they could find something. 1 guess a lot of them thougtt about,
well, go back to what they know about the farm, you know.
But your Uncle then...

And my grandfather.

—
or
%]
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s, they stayed.
Did Isaiah work clear through the Depression?
Yeah, he was blessed, he work ed all through.
Did your father end up selling his car so he could...
My grandfather.
Excuse me, your grandfather so he could make ends meet.
1 don't know whether he gold the car or what happerned, anyway,
didn't have the car and we didn't have the -- we had to move from

4.1

the home where he was at, where he was at. Now whether he lost

that or, I'm sure that's how it was. Then we had to move to another place
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How aboubt the other Black families sround there, how did you pay?
What were your resources to get through the tough times, did every-
body just kind of do their own thing, or how did you do that?

Ch, sverybody more or less did their own thing and then the thing

what helped my grandfather, he was a man that got around a lot.

He made friends with a Cerman fellow there called Charlie Swaggert,

he had a packing house. So, ocur father would clean up in that stiore —-

the meat market was in the store and he would go snd clean up and

at that time they didn't keep day-old meat. So my grandfather,

he had meat we didn't have at first before my grandfather got ac-

quainted with Mr. Sweqgert. After he got acquainted with him, we

had meat.

So he'd give him the meat, do you think?

Yeah. For cleaning up and what~have~-you. And I know my grandfather
he loved money -- my grandfather loved

money. Then see, he's the only baoy, Buddy Washingtcn was a prize

fighter and he was the Intermountain Welter weight champion.

And that was your...?

Mother's brother.

Mother's brother?

Yeah, he was the bsby -- Buddy was. My grandmother didn't want

him. Because he was having wisdom teeth trouble and fought up in
Seattle and he got hit on the Jaw, and people weren't as promoters
and what-have-you -- they weren't as particular then as they are

now. They still thought it was wisdom tooth trouble, but that jaw

was shattered. When they found that out, that had gore up.
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Cee, that's too bhad,

I don't like fichtin tada
g g

~<

2

hat sbout your schooling in Pocatello, were schaols integrated?
Yes. We didn't know anything else. Bonneville School, desr old
Bonneville, I Jlearned how to tead and write there. My first two

4.

ocds and Miss Gottier.

-y

eachers I can remember Mrs. Woods, Helepsg |
3 3

!

Miss Herman was the superintendent. 1 can remember we had to come
in the class snd put cur hands on the desk, "Good morning, teacher.™
We ssid oup Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and then we sang "My
Country Tis of Thee" and when we were through we could be seated
and she would read us a portion from the bible - ro comment or
nothing, just read and then that was the end of that. Then we would
do our schoolwork,

How many grades was that?

How many grades was —- I went through the seventh grade,

At the Bonneville School?

Bonneville School -- that was the grade school, and then Franklin
Jr. High from the seventh on through the tenth and then you went

to senior high for eleventh through twelfth grade, which I didn't
do.

Has that normal for kids at that time,

At that time -- yeah; at that time. For instance, like; we had
Home Cc and you have six weeks of cooking and oh, I loved that;

8ix weeks of sewing -~ I didn't like sewing. I probably would have
liked it but my excuse and why “0h, I just don't like sewing."

At that time you had to buy your own material and my folks couldn't
afferd to pay ten cents a yard for me scme material because as I

say, dimes were precious, you know. We couldn't buy material, you
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couldn't eat material and you couldn't get coal ar you couldn't

oy
@
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get wood with that. That was what we vith, was coal and

o
-
a

wood.  When my grendfather worked for the railroad he could get
a load of tires, used tires, and they usually that up. But
boy, you get ahold of some of those tires that would

1.

and it'd burn up the grates  in your stove. So we had to be
careful there.

But those were the good old days. You know, I don't think
the families are as close now, and that they have toco much and
they don't appreciate. Fop instance, I wore a dress, I took care
of that dress and when I outgrew it then Helen, she was next to me,
she got ahold of it. Someone gave me some cookies or candy, I

promptly took home and they would divide it among the grandkids.

~f

[N L

he first cousins, we grew up like sisters and brothers.
And this was qgood. ‘here wasn't a thing in the world wrong

with that. Since I was the oldest grandchild, I had to take care

of the others -- see that they did right and when they did right,

"Oh Rosa was good today, she took care of the kids real good." and

when something went wrong “Rosa didn't do her job teday.™ you know.

So it seemed like your ties went past just the immediate family?

Reached out to cousins and...

Yeah,

Was that pretty normal for...

Y:

4

&h, that was normal for us.

v

Would you say that was more common ancng the Black people than amon
b y g peop 9

the Ttalians or the Greeks or whatever?

I guess, usually the Greeks and Italians, they had big families, you

know, so they didn't have to worry about the -- I imagine though
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they worried because the Gates, they were all -~ it was several

oy}
-t

brothers that was Gates, They were all o)

(0253

m

- I imagine the family

o

ties were... But I used to love to watch when a Greek girl -- they
didn't court like American girls or the Black girls wauld have a

boy. I could have -—- when I got of age, any boy to come and see

me, any boy. Any boy.

Cne.

One. And when it got around nine, or nine~thirty [clears her throat]
that was a cue to go home.

And about Greeks, how were they?

You didn't see them. We were told that whensver a young Greek

4

man would come of age to marry, that when he'd sce the girl that

he would like to be his wife, he would go and he would talk to the
parents and he would have to be prepared to have her a home to take
her to. The parents made the arrangements, in other words. Then
you could always tell because the Greek women of the community,
they would gather to that girls' house and the trousseau that

she got -~ oh, boy. That handmade pillowcase withenbroidery and
tablecloths and tea towels - it was something out of this
world.  She always married in white. The Greek Church was a block
from where T lived there at 629 N, T 'You could see thenm

getting married in tnese bCeUtlfU}, wwzte &Sses and the veils and

@

Thiﬂ th“y Hed a hume silver plater that everybody would give
them a silver offering., That was given to the bride and groom.
They would sce them ma arching down the street -- he would march her

from the chu o his home -- hisg house was

.
(s

~ch

“l

He'd walk her GYer.

Yeah, that was the wedding procession went there, and the priest, he
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went there ~- he was and do everything you know. Oh,

it would run on for two or three days they would celebrate., But

How about the Black social customs like this?

Ohy, no, we just got married and then we went in to -~ all we did
was when one got married you take the couple in a car and tie a
bunch of tin cams or, you know, cans on strings and what they

call chivaree and all,

Did they used to get married in the church or in a house?

some did. It depends. You could get married in a house or in the
church. Usually, we would take the church, but if you couldn't
afford that well then, just in the home.

Which churches did they have there?

We had the Methodist and the Baptist -~ AME and Baptist.

Is that YHE?

No, it was just AME, but Bethel Baptist Church.

Oh, okay. Did most of the Black people go to cne or the other --
or did some of them go to cther churches.

At the time when I was a child, Pocatello was precdomirantly Baptist.
They had the Methodist Church at that time going, but most peaple
were Baptist,

Yhet kind of social sctivities did you have in Pocatello? Was it
pretty open society?

Yeah. We had our church-goers and we had those that liked to drink

and gamble snd dance and all that good stuff. The two didn't mix

thaugh,

They didn't?
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RT: No, when I come along; no. They would treat you nice and all, they'd

-

tip their hats to you, but they tipped sround what they callaed

decent folks. They really respectead them,

=
(ow]

They respected the church goers?

RT: Yes, they really did. I can remember the first Job I had, a dollar
a day waiting tsble for a man that had seven stools -~ James Edward. .,

MO:  Seven stools?

RT:  Uh-huh, you know, lunch counters, Just seven stools - that's all
he had. But he said it was kind of rushing him to coock and then
have to wait tables-and all, so a dollar a day, and that was good
wages; and my lunch too. The look-out msn in the back -~ the lunch
c@unter was up here, like my kitchen, that was a....

END OF SIDE I, CASSETTE

RT:  The uniferms they wore was blue, you know -- pavy blue, so when

they said "Blue Coat Man" they'd clean up whatever they

were doing. By the same light token, when a minister would come,

"Preacher comin'." I have actually known them to clear their tables

and just be sitting around talking, talking, talking, talking.

The Reverand Allen especially, he was a Methodist HMinister, he'd

say "Well T just dropped by to see you boys." They would give him

donations and all. He'd say "That's fine, but I'd like to see you

in church,” He was a wise man, he he just stayed a

little while with them and talked with them. Maybe they would talk
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ies or something like that, you know, and then
he'd go on.

MO:  Did they have alcohol on the table sometimes or...?

RT: 0h no, na, no, no.

MO: What did they do to the table as far as cleaning it up?
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No, what they would do -- they might of been playing poker, poker
geme to clear off. I could hear the chips rattling. Boy, when

che preacher myf -- that table would be just as clear and they'd

be sitting around like they was sitting around tallking (Chuckles).
I used to laugh sbout it.

That was in one of the cafes huh?

Yes. What they called the Pasttime at that time. Pasttime had
lunch and food -- good old days.

lere there night clubs over there? Dances, church dances?

No, there were no church dances. But they did have dances. Oh,

I used to be bad about that. After I got grown, call myself grown,
I would go to a dance. A dance couldn't go on without me. A long
time ago, but I've learned

You don't dance anymore?

No, T haven't danced in years -~ years. When I was really and truly
caved the Lord took dencing away from me. Since he saved me I

ave never been able to dance like I used to dance. T used to be
a whiz at it.

How about services, were there any or services downtown
that you'd have any problems in Pocatello as far as getting waited
on because you were Black?

Well, we knew the places that didn't serve us and we just didn't
go.

There were some then?

Oh yes., They had scme where you didn't ~-- even there was a (Chinese

-here that you couldn't sit down and eat but you could take
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Were very many of the restsurants like that?

Oh, considering at the time, yes, there were quite a few. Of course,
I don't know of any really nice cafes or restavrants that you could
go in and sit down and eat, other than at the Union Pacific Depot —-
you could always go there, of course they would serve you there all
the time. But I don't know of any places -- you could work there.
So usually the Black people knew, more or less, where they was
going to be admitited?

Un-huh. And we just didn't go. At that time, but now you take --
after my brother...

That was in what years?

This was in the earlier years, in the 30's and early 40's, but after
the mid-40's, times brought about a change.

They opened up more?

Yes, free access. Ard they begun to hire clerks at the bank and

in the stores and what-have-you. It's too bad it took a war to
bring 'em to that though.

1t took the war you think?

Oh yeah. I heard so many Whites talk about how they were raised -~
sspecially the cnes from the scuth, how they were raised up in pre-
judice -- over in the fox holes, they drank out of the same canteens
and they took a draw off the same cigarette, and they ducked and
dodged the same bullet or bomb and they learned how to trust and

how to live with one snother in a war.

That's interssting. Do you think that war was kind of the binding...

It was, it was. Every now and then you could hear a Black soldier

and a White soldier being mustered out at the same time, and they'd
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go south and how they'd have to fight together against the other
forces, you know, and how the White would stand up and say "We've
been through a war together and we fought together." and they'd
have to come back to this, you know.

Come back to discrimination?

Yes, yes,

So try it again.

Yes. 5o, it helped, it educated both sides. You see both sides
needed education and they got it the hard way.

So when did you end up coming to Boise?

1560,

1960.  And what do you remember about Boise as compared to Pocatello,
how was it different?

Oh, in Pocatello we are freer, one with another. Boise was rather
reserved, I mean both with Blacks and Whites. We more or less, a
newcomer or a johnny-come~lately had to prove themselves. But once
you got over that, it's okay. But 1°'d rather live in Pocatello.

Is that right?

Unh-huh, I really would.

)

Well, would you rather raise a family in Pocatello?

[

Ummm, if Pocatello was like it was when I was there, 1'd say ves,

but not knowing how it is. Because I have lived there now a goodly
number of years -- I don't know how they've changed. Maybe Pocatello
may not be better. See, I don't know how it is, not having lived

there. But, as far as the location is concerned, and where the

Blacks are, I'd rather have my kids there because they're more and

o

hey're closer-knit there than what they are here.

The Blacks are closer-knit in Pocatello?




RT: Yes, yesh.

MO: Why do you think that is?

Jt

RT: Oh, I don't know. T think it depends upon the people -~ where they're
from they are more advanced in what we need than we are kind of

L

t

iere and we're stuck off in our own world and I've aot

2

isolated up

it made, so; I'm not too worried asbout my brothers. There it's one

for 211 and all for one.

MO: So, you came from Pocatello to Boise and what were your first impres-
sicns of Boise as comparad to Pocatello?

RT: I was ready to go back. If it hadn't been for my husband, I would
have. (Chuckles)

MO: How's that?

RT: OGOh, well, I just wasn't used to the particular atmosphere that my
husband was -- see, he was blind and he worked at Live,

MO: At where?

RT: At Live. That's a real concern they have here for handicap people
and he was working here and he was satisfied here and so I made
my self satisfied here.

MO: What didn't you like about Bnige?

RT: Oh, the coldness. MNot the weather, but the coldness in the peeple.
I wasn't gquite used to it.

Md: Do you think it was because you were Black, or wes it even among

he Blacks?

s

=
—
e

fell even among the Blacks there was a certain standoffishness,
until, as I say, you proved yourself to see which way you were or
hat. I more or less, I was blessed‘to make it. Thoat's when I
started to work in Highlands.

MO: You worked in Highlands?
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Yes, worked in Highlands.

What did you cdo?

Day work, worked in private homes. VYou see I'm not geared to work
with any other kind of work other than being a nurses' aid, no.

Up until then I worked in private homes. A dollar an hour, my lunch
and car fare.

A dollar an hour, your lunch and car fare in what, 19...
60, no, I didn't go to work in '60, I went to work in '62,

Is that the only job you could find, or wss that about what you

Well that's all I was capable of doing. I wasn't and I am not
educated to do other things.

How about other Black people in this area, what were they doing --
other Black women?

Oh, more or less the same business,

Did you feel looked down upon because of your job or because you
were colored?

No, you krnow and really, I've never let that bother me because

I

it's zn homest living and I'11 look you or anybody else in the eye

when I'm making an honest

ot

living, that's all, that's that as far as I'm concerned.
Did you have any problems in Boise getlting services like perhaps
in Pocatello, some of those places you mentioned, were there places

like that in Boise?

Was there. Boise we was thought -~ I don't know about northern

Idaho, I've never lived in northern, but Boise is worse than Pocatello.

It was?

Yeah, because Boise had in there Greyhound Bus Station
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o not cater to colored persons.” That was on

a}.

the Greyhound Bus. Going from Pocatello to Grand Coulee, Washington

-1
{

and I got off -~ I used to be crazy about a ham and egg sandwich

&

and it choked me to death when I happened to look up and see - I
couldn't =at another bite because that sign right there -- it was
just choking me -~ I couldn't eat no more. I went and got back on
the bus. But they had service -- they couldn't refuse the service

because | was Black.

a3

They'd lose a lot of customers. Was that pretiy common around Boise?
It was then I found out. And I found out that not umtil -— it hadnit
been too many years that Boise had kind of changed their attitude

and really theve's a little undercurrent yet.

Stillv

Yeah.,

How did that affect, say, your attempts to buy or rent a house in
Boise after you moved here -~ did you have any problems?

We couldn't rent, at one time, up here on Grant -- right across

from Twelfth Street on -- we couldn't rent.

On north?

i

Yes. The house there where vou s

J

o
D
o

he deal, at one bime

I was thinking about renting that end I was going to, and the man
said before he would rent it to Blsck's he would make a warchouse
out of it. That's what he did. The others tore our houses down,
see, they would not st one time, not. We had some that were here

that settled here years before and they were out, like on Bannock
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and places like that. But the newcomers:-- the johnny-come-latelys,
arcund here in this area ~- and now we're being kicked out of here,
because of the rent, though. WYe can rent other places now though.

MO: You can rent other places now.

RT: Yesh, we can now.

MO: Do you still think it would be hard to buy some places now?

RT: If I had the money, but you see that's where the prcoblem is. If
they don't want us -- they have a cute way of jumping their price
up, and that's the ssme as saying "no." And we know that too, we've
caught on to that.

MO: Did the comradery or the relationship among the Black people here
szem to be as strong as it was in Pocatello?

RT: There is some new ones in among the older people, in there -- but
we have some new ones come in and they're a little different ~- they're
a little different. For instance,; we have had peopie come in that
were stationed at Mountain Home and.they're from the east and they're

in their culture which they don't look
but anymore it's getting so it's not just among us with one another,
but even, take the younger, young people -- among the whites, they
don't go for this prejudice deal. They don't go for that. Looking
at somebody because of their color -- they don't go for it.

MO: Do you see some positive changes?

RT: Oh, very definitely. 1If we are changing -- we're going backwards.

MO: Did there seem to be more opportunity for finding a good job

then there was in Pocatello, or more in
Pocatello than here?
RT: I don't know too much about Pocatello ~- as I say, I haven't lived

there in years. But there's a better chance...
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When you first...

Oh, when I first... Chances were better in Pocatello.

Why?
Well, they had more industry there -- they had Westvaco, they had
the cheese plant there and construction and all was just more...

Railroad?

Yeah, the railroad too. Not as plentiful, but there was more to
draw from there than what there would be here.

Did it seem like the men there had more of a chance for a career
than the men here?

Yeah. The only time that you really are recognized here is if
you're going to BSU [Boise State University]. But if you come
from within here, you have to have it, you have to have all the

credentials and all this good stuff or --

She was telling me about a friend of a -~ well, I wouldn't say
a friend, but an acquaintance, we worked together -- she's going

to Saudi Arabia? Is that what she said?

Oh, is that right? Thirty-five thousand a year.

Uh~huh, that's good.

That's good for znybody.

Twenty yesrs ago that wasn't...

Was the situation in Boise when you came here, was a little bit
thicker than the air was over in Pocatello, maybe

Oh, yeah. There, where I might be a bit biased and prejudiced
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is Pocatello -~ I know Pocatello and I didn't know Boise.

And it makes a difference if you go to scme of the older timers
there, people who were established in business. YWho were your
folks?™  'lnh, the Wsshingtons." "Charlie Washington?" ™Yeah,
I'm his oldest grandchild.™ "Oh; okay that's..." You know, it
made it a little easier for you. Here, I didn't know anybaody.

MO:  You were known there and had a family reputation and

RT: Yeah, I had to get out and rough it. I'm like I am now -~ I don't

, know too much asbout, just this one spot. When I first moved to
Lee, I was doing janitorial work. I worked nights. So I worked
all night and I slept all day.

MO: That's when you lived at which place on Lee Street?

RT: 1125. And I even did janitorial work when I lived here, up until
"76.

MO: How long did you live in 1125 before you moved here to 112772

RT: Oh, let's see, from '69, then I didn't stay a yeér up at 11725
sa, then I moved back to 11725 -- I guess I must have stayed there,
what, five or six years, whole total.

MO: And so from 1969 you moved into 11--

RT: 25, yes.

MO: Was there other black people on Lee Street then?

RT: GCh, if I remember correctly Hary Browning.
MO
RT: Uh-huh, But they weren't...

M0: VWas that 11227
RT: Yeah, I guess they lived about 11227
MO: How about Jean Phillips?

RT: Well she was here befcre me. I wasn't here.
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She wes before you then?
Uh-huh, Jean Phillips and her sister, Pat, they were cefore me

and this husband, Jimmy...
’ Y

Was she? Jimmy McKinney.

Abcut the same time as Wilma Hudson?

McKinney was here first.
So McKinney, you think he was the first Black man on Lee Street,

pretty close?
When did he live here?

That was before my time. That would have been in the 50's, and

early 60's.

About 19607

Yeah,

Okay, so that was Wilma McKinney?

No, Jimmy.

Jimmy McKinney. Then Wilma Hudson moved into his house?
Yes.

thich house was that?

Oh, is that right, 11147 So, you mentioned that this house here

and 1127 were rehabilitated?
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MO: It was rehabilitated in 19747
RT Yes.
M0: Who did that?

RT: The city rehab.
City rehab. How about

Well her's was rehab too.

END OF TAPE

Transcribed 2-17-81
Rough Draft
Karmen Harrison

the one on

, next door?

The city did it.



