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Finances Make Future Uncertain

Rver Street Centerr A S, m:cew‘u/ Experiment

By MINDY CAMERON

Statesman Staff Writer

The River Street Neighbor-
hood Center, an idea that be-
came a lively enterprise
about six months ago, may
be little more than a memo-

rv with the coming new
year.

Unless the optimism of
vouthful volunteers prevails,

the center will be a victim of
the Office of Economic Op-
portunity budget cutting. The
federal office has stricken all
neighborhood centers from
its budget with current fund-
ing to cease on Dec. 3l.

Velunteers hope to keep
the center in operation in
spite of abandonment by the
government. Most pressing
need is for §1,500 to pay rent
on the small house at
Twelfth and Grand and pro-
vide for heat and utilities for
one year.

The River Street Center
began providing resources to
the neighborhood last July.

Susana Liveritte, director
of training, public relations
and personnel for the El-Ada

Community Action Agency,
which oversees the center's
operation, said, “This is a
real neighborhood center, not
the band-aid c “oncept that the
others have been.

Center volunteers, mostly
Boise State College students,
and other merev'ed me'“-
bers of the com ou

side the River Su.et .\e.gi.v
borhood agree.

Henry Durham, an Out-
reach worker for El-Ada Com-
munity Action Agency who
has directed much time and

effort to the River Street proj-
ect said, “The center, by its
existence, den .unstrat& its
value to the co
the value of
any neighborhood
Street.”

“The crucial reason the
River Street Center makes so
much sense is that it pro-

vides the facilities the people
need in their own commu-
nity,” said a concerned mem-
ber of Boise’'s Junior League
who spent time lookin
into the needs of the center.

has

BSC Volanteer Liz Mowrey
pointed to the programs
themselves as being the best

part of the cent “The cen-

They ask for tutoring now
and that is a good sign.”

Programs at the center
range from tutoring for all
ages to crafts, recreation and
field trips. The center is not
totally vouth oriented as sew-
ing classes for adult women
of the neighborhood have
been arranged at Boise State
College. And other adult pro-
grams are available.

Many shelves in the small,
five-room center are filled
with books which anyone in
the neighborhood may bor
row. Tables for craft work
take up most of the space of
one of the back rooms. A
newly-acquired television and
couches are available for
purely social gatherings.
Girls have practiced cooking
skills in the tiny kitchen and
even boxing has been tried
within the compact quarters.

While lack of facilities re-
mains a major problem for

the center, the playground
directly across the street
demonstrates what volunteer
ingenuity has accomplished
with practically no money
and much time.

Liz Mowrey sees the play-

ground as one of the major
accomplishments of the cen-
ter. It 'sruu >s a place for
children “to make their own
play, to be creative,” the
BSC art student said.

The small play lot is rent-
ed for a token $§1 per vyear
from a Boise businessman.
Since mid-summer it has
been transformed into a

playground with a swing set
painted in bright stripes, a
stone block fence to separate

small children from traffic
and a black top basketball
court

Future plans for the
ground, which seems ':. ely
to remain regardless of the
fate of the center
ters, are for setting of
telephone poles at var
.lf‘lﬁﬂtu to create a climbi

rea. A slide will be adde d
a playhouse is being con-
structed mates of e
state pﬁ.”?il‘*ﬁdar‘_. from mate-
rials donated by Kiwanians.
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A previous elfort to establish a
nviglrlmrlmm[ center in the River Street
area failed because, as a Community Action

agency official put it,

Youths were

pul into an existing lorm instead of udapb
ing that lorm to it their par!icular
The current center, manned b_\' vol-

unteers is successful, but its fu.'
ture is threatened I).\‘ governmentl budg(’t culs.

N("('(L\.

Center lot

putting a day care center at

the site.
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as a tot lot and youths
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and

families, Henry

said, the neighbor-

hood does not have a major-

ity of blacks. “They need it

the River Street the most,” he said.
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black than white of the neighborhood =~
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whether black or white resi-
dent — are being met, inter-
;stlled and involved persons
eel,

Mrs. Liveritte said, “A
neighborhood center really
works when it reaches those

who need it as River Street
Center is.”

A program that was not
Successful at the center
failed when youths were put
into an existing form instead
of adapting that form to fit
their particular needs, she
said.

She referred to a 4H pro-
gram girls 10 to 12 years
wanted.

‘*A neighborhood center
gets what the people want to
give them,” Mrs. Liveritte
said, and the 4-H classes
were initiated. They failed,
however, because many of
the interested girls had to
babysit for younger brothers
and sisters. When center
leaders said the girls could
bring the youngsters to the

meetings rather than miss
out on 4-H, administrators of
4H said the classes could
not be run that way. The

class was dropped.

Officials, volunteers and in-
terested persons are hopeful
that is not to be the case
with the River Street Center
— dismissal because it does
not fit into an existing form.

Durham is convinced wvol-
unteers can staff the center
and that the $4,000 mentioned

by Mrs. Liveritte for one
paid staff member is not
necessary for continuation

past Dec. 31.

But he expressed less con-
fidence in the rest of the
community. “I'm not sure
the rent money can be
raised.”

This would be a dis

appointment to Durham, who
first worked with the center
as a volunteer, then officially
as an El-Ada employe.

He worked to set up the

programs and recruit volun-
teers.
“l had good intentions of

helping people,”” he said.
“The center has become suc-
cessful and now they don't
want to fund it anymore.”

Liz Mowrey is more opti-
mistic the $1,500 can be
raised. *“There are lot of
groups in town with money
and $1,500 really isn’t very
much.
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Entering the World of Books

LAURIE MICHELS, rear, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. R.
Michels, 2120 Sunrise Rim, helps two young visitors find in-
teresting reading material. The books, donated to the center,
are available for anyone in the neighborhood to use. Many of
the volunteers who work at the center are college students.
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the Office of Economic Op
portunity budget cutting. The
federal office has stricken all
neighborhood centers from
its budget with current fund-
ing to cease on Dec. 31.

Volunteers hope to Kkeep
the center in operation in
spite of abandonment by the
government. Most pressing
need is for §1,500 to pay rent
on the small house at
Twelfth and Grand and pro-
vide for heat and utilities for
one vear,

The River Street Center
began providing resources to
the neighborhood last July.

Susana Liveritte, director
of training, public relations
and personnel for the El-Ada
Community Action Agency,
which oversees the center'’s
operation, said, “This is a
real neighborhood center, not
the band-aid concept that the
others have been.”

Center volunteers, mostly
Boise State College students,
and other interested mem-
bers of the community out-
side the River Street Neigh-
borhood agree.

Henry Durham, an Out
reach worker for El-Ada Com-
munity Action Agency who
has directed much time and

effort to the River Street proj-
b

ect said, “The center, by its
existence, demonstrates its
value to the community and
the value of centers in
any neighborhood like River
Street.”

“The crucial reason the
River Street Center makes so
much sense is that it pro-

vides the facilities the people
need in their own commu-
nity,” said a concerned mem-
ber of Boise's Junior League
who has spent time lool
into the needs of the center.
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to thv programs
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Many shelves in the

small,
five-room center are filled
with books which anyone in
the neighborhood may bor
row. Tables for craft work

take up most of the space of
one of the back reoms. A
newly-acquired television and
couches are available for
purely social gatherings.
Girls have practiced cooking
skills in the tiny kitchen and
even boxing has been tried
within the compact quarters

While lack of facilities re-
mains a major problem for
the center, the playground
directly across the street
demonstrates what volunteer
ingenuity has accomplished

with practically no money
‘md much time

Liz Mowrey sees
ground one of

play
major
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accomplishments of the cen-
ter. It provides a place for
children “to make their own
play, to be creative,” the
BSC art student said.

The small play lot is rent-
ed

for a token $I pér vear
from a Boise businessman.
Since mid-summer it has
been transformed into a

playground with a swing set
painted in bright stripes, a

stone block fence to separate
small children from traffic
and a black top basketball
court,

Future plans for the play-
ground, which seems likely
to remain regardless of the
fate of the center headquar-
ters, are for setting old
telephone poles at varying
heights to create a climbing

area. A slide will
a playhouse is being con-
structed by inmates of the
state penitentiary from mate-
rials donated by Kiwanians.
As with the center itself,
the playground grew out of a

be added;

need. “I never thought about
kids not going places in
Boise,” Miss Mowrey said.

“As a kid I walked all over
and I've lived in most areas
of Boise.”
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gets what the people want to

give them,” Mrs. Liveritte
sald, and the 4-H classes
were initiated. They failed,
however, because many of
the interested girls had to
babysit for younger brothers
and sisters. When center

leaders said the girls could
bring the youngsters to the
meetings rather than miss
out on 4-H, administrators of
4H said the classes could
not be run that way. The
class was dropped

Officials, volunteers and in
terested persons are hop«-!ul
that

is not to be the case
with the River Street Center
~ dismissal because it does

not fit into an existing form.

Durham is convinced vol-
unteers can staff the center
and that the $4,000 mentioned

by Mrs. Liveritte for one
paid staff member is not
necessary for continuation

past Dec. 31
But he expressed less con-

fidence in the rest of the
community. “I'm not sure
the rent money can be
raised.”

This would be a dis

appointment to Durham, who
first worked with the center
as a volunteer, then officiall
as an El-Ada employe,

He worked to set up the
programs and recruit volun-
teers.

“l had good intentions of
helping people,” he said.
“The center has become suc-
cessful and now they don’t
want to fund it anymore.”

Liz Mowrey is more opti-

mistic the $1500 can be
raised. *““There are lot of
groups in town with money
and $1,500 really isn’t very
much.

It seems like some group

Reproduced from the collections at Idaho State Archives/Records

l:ﬂnl(ering th

LAURIE MICHELS, re
Michels, 2120 Sunrise R
teresting reading mater
are available for anyon
the volunteers who wor

would put

she said.
Miss

Street

up the mc
Mowrey lives in
neighborhood an
i3 the best I've ever liv
I've felt at
from the

home a
start.”

She and Durham
that the rest of Boise d
understand neighbor
“People asked me
18 safe to be on the s
at night here,” Miss M
said.

the

have

The center has provid
awareness to the o
Durham
ter is a
rs

community,

reaso
outside ]
when they
the neighbor}

Title 17




P [ [ § 4T
% 9 .I\||“l\]\.‘l-.f1|‘||'|1]’\ of the
M that the )

cen

er. It provides a place for
children *go make their own
: play, to be Creative," the
S, mostly

BSC art Student said
Students,

od mem The small Play lot is rent
inity out- ©d for a token 31 per yea;
et Neigh I_rum a IHnm‘ huxuu-usnum,
Since mid-summer it
an Out been transformed into
A\da Com- Playground with a
ey who Painted in bright
ime and Stone block fence to separate
eet proj-  Small children from traffic
", by its and a black top  basketball
ies jts  court
ity and ¥ :
ters in Future plans for the play.
¢ River Bround, which seems Jikely
t0 remain regardless of the
on the fate of the center headquar
akes so ters, are for Setting of old
it pro- telephone poles
people heights to create
ommu-  area. A slide wil
| mem- a playhouse g being con
League  Structed by iimates of the
.];,kg”g state j)('l‘,l[l"ﬂllai"\' from mate-
nter. rials donated by Kiwaniane
AS with the center itself
owrey the P-’(i\j;r'(‘lin\i Erew out of a
grams  need, * never thought about
. bes] kids not L‘Ili“ﬁ [‘l:il_'x‘\ m

has
a
Swing set
Stripes, a

at varving
a climbing
be added: 5

cen- Boise,” Miss Mowrey said.
differ- “As a kid | walked all gyer
tudes . and I've Jiveq In most aregs
lings., of Boise."
But for the sSmall children
f the River Street p

12hbor

olreet § T™W DONGS 5
Parks and the wey. TWO YOUN ERS who

hood city

have made pew friends and found
1 I inter & he River
equipped Playgrounds were DOW Interests at ¢ " River

front, Cozia
May Robinson and Patricia

,Street Center are,
within  walking distance,

Now these children have
Park of their own
of them Were in on the paint-
ing, cIean-up. sand dumpin,?,
and fence hui’ldiniz which
Created the Playground.

Robinson, daughter of Willa

Fort, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Lilly Fort,

and many

Although much §
accomplished ap d
is planned there
bstacles whi,

as been

n
even

One idea i,

uation 0]

- - rEtANa L (
ot be run that way
class wag dropped

i ione y can be
raised,”

This  would be a dis
appointment to Durham, whe
first worked with the center
45 a volunteer, then officially
@s an El-Ada empiloye,

He worked to set

Programs and recr
teers,

up the
uit volun-

“I had good intentions of
helping people,” he said.
“The center has become suc-
cessful and now they don’t
want to fund it anymore,”

Liz Mowrey s more opti-
mistic the “$1 500 can be
raised. ““There are ot of
Broups in town . h money
and $1 500 really jsn’t very
much.

It seems like some group

\455¢8 could

The

i
A
(7

awa,
comj
The

Outsi
when
the n

C ; v f coras
(P 1 U ano State ‘\(t 1Ives,
proc U(('d om the collect 1S at d L 2S/ e

Historica

U.S. Code. ©2012

f ) j L ‘ W, tE L/
e S materia ]L\’ P otec a \,‘ LDPV i5 e
Lent d Al Ma ll" 3 e i d t




