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It’s "Sunday morning at St. Paul’s
Missionary Baptist Church. For 51
years, Sundays there have been like
those you would €xpect in any other
church in Boise, F luctuating attend-
ance over the years. Financial burdens
coming and going, many times on the
wings of prayer. Motivation problems,

But Sundays are getting better at St.
Paul's. The white wooden frame
church located across from Bronco
Stadium on Broadway often is referred

to by passerbys as “the little black
church.” If they would venture inside
the modest walls they would discover
worship there isn’t just black or white,
rich or poor, large or small.

The church pastor, Rev, Henry Oli-
ver and his wife Mamie, are new-
comers to Boise. The church has suf-
fered over the years because of a lack
of pastoral leadership. Rev. Oliver re-
ceived his theological and Bible train-
ing from Bible Institute of Los Angeles
and Talbot Theological Seminary. His
wife, a graduate of Cal State and hold-
er of a masters degree in Social Work
from Fresno State, is with the Depart-
ment of Urban and Societal Studies at
Boise State College,

The soft-spoken minister is optimis-
tic about the future of St. Paul's and
its role in becoming a center ~ cultur.
ally and spiritually — for the black
community as well as fomenting un-
derstanding between Boise’s relatively
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“+. Ego-centered love keeps us

Jrom using our self-love to help

others. We're cut off and a great

gulf exists between us and our
brothers.’

small black populace and the rest of
the city.

Rev. Oliver finds it somewhat un-
comfortable to be questioned on black
problems in church compared to white
problems or visa versa. Such distinc-
tions he finds deplorable,

“A number of people, I suppose,
would expect a certain amount of mili-
tancy in a black church pastor. I'm not
saying there shouldn't be a mutual re-
spect between people, but I've always
been disenchanted with certain types
of church polities,”

Rev. Oliver’s goal at St. Paul's is to
have a Bible-centered church where
the precepts of Christ's teachings are
taught and encouraged to be put to

work in the lives of those on its church
roster, At present, Rev. Oliver ex-
plained, there are 10 or 12 families ac-
tually supporting the church finan.
cially on a regular basis, However,

numbers don't seem to bother him
much.

“We're a small group of people here
at St. Paul's. In the past, we've had
our ups and downs, periods of dis-
Couragement. But there is an element
of independence here that I feel is very

When Rev. Oliver speaks of “inde-
pendence,” he is referring to plain old
church pride. But without it, he be-
lieves, a church is destined to become
stagnant and inneffective.

What about social injustices? Equal-
ity between the races? Hatred? Mis-
trust?

Rev. Oliver doesn't mix words. He
believes in a simple, but perhaps the
most difficult, solution of all — “The
Golden Rule surpasses all formulas for

justice.” He paraphrases the ruling
this way, “What is hateful to you, do
not do it to your neighbor.”

Wiping his face with his handker-
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chief, he said “It would be a good
world if everyone did this. Good for
blacks and whites and good for those
who have ego-centered hangups. We
need to get out of ourselves and take a
good look at other men.”

Flattering one another with the mo-
tive of ‘you scratch my back and I'll
scratch yours’ is not what Jesus meant
when He talked about this unselfish
love, Rev. Oliver continued. “‘Some
people exist on this sort of thing,” he
added.

“This .ego-centered love keeps us

SANDRA BROWN, member of the St.
Paul's Missionary Baptist Church,
joins congregation in hymn singing at
recent Sunday morning worship serv-
ice.

from using our self-love to help others.
We're cut off and a great gulf exists
between us and our brothers. It stands
between us and peace. We don’t under-
stand one another and gaps that cause
distinctions between people result.”

Rev. Oliver believes the reason for
the trouble, unrest and distress in the
world goes back to the old problem of
dealing with one’s neighbor,

“The criteria for human conduct we
learn from infancy. To do my duty to
my neighbor by loving him as myself.
Obedience to this elementary precept
as taught by Christ is the final achieve-
ment to all religion. God has given us
the key to human understanding. True
love works no evil but fulfills the law.

“It’s as simple as that. It's the key
word to all our endeavors in this age
when we're seeking social equality and
social justice. If we learned to master
this one principle, all others would be
easily done,” Rev. Oliver says.
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FOUR-YEAR-OLD Felicia Brown,
sleeps peacefully in lap of her grand-
mother, Mrs. Louise Brown of Boise,
who listens to sermon along with Mrs,
Sims, a visitor from Milwaukee, Wis.
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VI MILLER, 15-year-old daughter of Mrs. Ruth Miller,
Mountain Home, participates in St. Paul’s Baptist Church
service.

THE REVEREND OLIVER right, pastor of St.
Church, greets George Buck, 6513 Robertson,
Boise’s First Baptist Church where Rev.

Paul’'s Missionary Baptist
following worship service at
Oliver was a guest preacher recently.
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REV. AND MRS. Henry Oliver, St. Paul's Missionary Bap-
tist Church, say hello to Mrs, Melba Turner, 518 South

Thirteenth, and other members Iv'ollowi:.tg recent Sunday
morning worship service at the Boise Church.
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