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Tiny, quiet group
helps build state
despite racism

This is the second of three parts.

By CHARLES ETLINGER
The idaho Statesman

Idaho territorial Gov. Caleb Lyon’s dream
is a fanciful footnote to Idaho history.

Shortly after the Civil War, Lyon proposed
that a large colony of blacks be imported to
Idaho. They would mine gold to pay the war
debt.

And they would give Idaho enough residents,

for admission to the union. The state would
have had a substantial, if not predominant,
black population.

Lyon's plan, of course, never got anywhere.

Brotherhood may have been implicit in the
plan, and Idaho, as historian Arthur Hart
points out, has in some ways done well by mi-
norities. Idaho was the fourth state to give
women the vote and the first state to elect a
Jewish governor, Moses Alexander,

But blacks often have been victims of rac-
ism as they quietly made their contributions
to life in the state.

Black Idahoans, although given scant atten-
tion by historians, have a history reaching
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| Black roots go deep in Idaho A slow climb
The number of blacks in idaho
York was considered “great medicine’ by the m IB‘&{*:::;E'WHW - 2,500
Indians he encountered on the trip. h -
When Idaho Indians were told a black- ave made up even
skinned man was in the expedition, “they one-half 01,1 percent
seemed quite as anxious to see this monster as of the state’s popula-
they wer(e) the merchandize which we had to tion, according to 2 000
barter for their horses,” Meriwether Lewis U.S. Census .
wrote in his journal. figures.
Blacks trickled into Idaho during the Boise
Basin gold rush, before the Idaho Territory
was established in 1863, according to historian
Merle Wells. 1.500
“In the early days, they most often came as ;
hired hands, domestic workers, miners, a
sprinkling of cowboys, and later, as railroad
workers, military-attached persons and a few
professionals,” Mamie Oliver, an associate i
professor of social work at Boise State Uni- Btack populatlon 1.000
versity, said. D idaho :
They came to Idaho like everyone else,
looking for work, said Oliver, who is writing a
book on the black experience in the state. D Ada County
Blacks homesteaded in the 1860s, she said. A
99-year-old Boise woman is the daughter of a 500
Y d pioneer black family that settled in Nampa / /
then.
_ lihe Mototos Bomely Idaho territorial law was tinged with racism F“"———
Elvina Moulton was a former slave. typical of the times: In criminal cases, the
law banned testimony against or for whites by :
bask 8; “”{‘:‘r[h;‘l‘a':'f ;""C';eg;med S Bk blacks, mulattos (people with at least one- - S 40
a Virgi $ ; ‘ ;
William Clark: was in the Lewis and Clark ©/ghth Negroblood), Indians or Chinese. 18701880 1890 19001910 19201930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1987°
’ . When blacks surfaced in the press, it often gt
party when it crossed the Continental Divide was in crime stories. The Idaho Tri-Weekly Estimate
into Idaho at Lemhi Pass in August 1805. “

See BLACKS, Page 8A

- Ann LaRose Statesman

ma” |!ﬁ

B T

Crash puts
o~ o? 1



~

___ VveeBed ‘suovig eeg ‘y18uanys ueay
Apiam-111 oyep] 9y ‘sei0ls awiio ur sem 081 I

= uSyo ¥ “ssaud sy w padejns syoelq uayM SPIMIQ [Riuoul

H4e[D) pue si

9SSuIY) Jo suerpu] ‘(poojq oiBap yiyde s0u0idx2 £q

. -SU0 1ses] Je yum apdoad) souenw ‘syoe|q

Ag sanym 10 10 Jsurede Auownsa; pauueq me|

S "SIsEd Jeurwid Ul sewn Iyl jo rea1dA;
Wsel yiim padul) Sem me| [BLIOJIIII) oyep]

‘uay)

edwey w paples ey Anwey yoepq huo:owa

€ Jo Jaydnep ay) s1 uewom asiog pPlo-1eak-66
V "Pres ays "sggg| ay) ur pepealsawoy syoe|g

“S3EIS 3y Ul sousisadxa ¥OB|q 9Y) UO ¥00q

' Sunum st oym ‘IBATIO pres ‘yiom Joj 8urjoo|
‘@s|e auoluana ayy oyep] o) awed Aay

“pres ‘Ajisiaa

U] elS Isiog 1@ HIom [e190s jo Jossajoad

9IBIJ0SSE UB “JBAIO Snwuel | ‘sjeucissajosd

M3j e pue suosiad payoene-Arel|iw ‘siayiom

peoljies se “Jaje| pue ‘sfogmod jo Fuipyuuids

€ ‘Sisulw ‘sianiom Ddnsawop ‘Spuey paJary
S€ swed uayo 1sow Aoy ‘shep Les ay uj,,

Slam 9149

ueLIoIs1Yy 03 Buipiodoe ‘geg| ul paysI|qeISs Sem

Konuia] oyepy 8y} suojaq ‘ysru pjod uiseg
#s10g ay) Bulinp oyep] oy pappoL syoelg

Tewinof sy ui 2j0am

SIMa7 Jaylamidapy « S9810Y Jay) 40} Jajieq

01 peyY am Ydiym azipueydiaty ayi (a)aam Lays

SE J31SUoLW S1Y] 295 0) SNOIXUB . ‘

Aayy,, ‘uomipadxa 8yl w

“HO®|q ' pjo} aiem suerp

"di1) ay) uo pas

oy Aq , suroipow 1eaid,, p

"@AB|S JaW
Kepog jwopoisiy o

<A
-jenbaur pue wsiapedau ‘uoissaad
-do jo ands ur uiaiaans — ajdoad
Hoeq jo A10181y ajoym ayl s,11,,
‘pres
ays . ‘aAey 0] aAey SHOB|Q SWOS
Aunwiwod ay) noyiim aJay jno
uonejos! ul Aels ued §¥IV|q WOS
1BY) SjqeqJewal s yuyp 1,
‘pres 1aAl0 ‘(enba
ue se sajym Aq pardanoe jou sem
ays aAaljaq awos ydnoyye ‘paea
-dIN0g UOSILIBH U0 28NOY B UMO
0] uoniquie Jay pajyin} uaain
‘duniayen Aq Aauow
ajew 0) pauwiea) pue saljwe)
Ayieam J0j papiom oym Hood
Auisiadaajue puw pauijal v ‘usaln
anuep radwexa aoejduow
wod A@unwaas v pald J1aAl0
“1sed o) jo asiog w syowulq . Ju
~183181U1,, JO SIUNODON 10} PIYSY
"19a11G JOALY J8aU DIISIXNS a0uo
S8 Yans Suo)enuanuod ayij-oneyd
s aAl 4.“.0: Sxaelg sqingns

811 pue A112 ay) 1noqe palaleds
‘uonendod ajym ay)
uy aseauour Juadsad g6 ayy ajgnop
uey) asow sem uonendod yowriq
ay) ul yimodd ayy ‘soLer Ayl ug
‘Wea1qino ou sem aday], ‘ao1jod
Aq paindsip 1odaa v ‘sayym pue
s3ouq usamiaq siydy snotawinu
duno ‘pies pavqqny w jealqIno
jmowa v Joj adux s1 umo) sy,
‘DU uox|c]
-UOSEAl 8yl Jo apis syl Ajunw
AW0D  papul-1sioRd  jsow  ay)
§1 85104 "1GNop v JO mopeys e puok
-od,, ‘dnoad ssauisnq v pjo) paeq
“QNH SAWRL ‘AdY Ayl ‘1L61 Ul
‘Aovaidsuod 1sjunwiwo)) ay) Jo
[00) ® sem ay Juiwned ‘Juiuaalds
ay) Funsaroaxd apisino payossew
s1ayod anym 0L61 Ut Sury noqe
wiy e jo duimoys jyeuaq v Ju
-Inp aaivay [ (uendAdsy) epy ayl
ur JJo 189S Sem quioq ajows vy
'sayrooured up atam woym
jo Auew ‘sojod Aq pasaquinu
1IN0 ‘papuanie s}yov|q oF ury) S5
BWONIBAQ [IvySs s Fues pue
spuey pautol p0L JO pmold [eioed
-1oyul uy ‘gogl [udy up siydwapy
ul pajeuissesse sem “ar Jury 8
-0 UNJB ‘ASY Yl Jajje yoam
B asnoyalels ayl e padeis sem
Ajled sydu A 1say s,9s109
Ajjes 181y s,08109g

o 3un
1011 siy) wiol jou ‘acead ayy dasy
0] snoIxXue 3l1.aM,, ‘PIES SUaAID
«Baae sy ur apdoad auym ay)
pue saoidaN ay) usamiaq Juijaa)
[Njiapuom e usaq sey aJayl,,
‘pooytoqydiau
SIY Ul PAAIaDAI-[[OM 1, U3IIM aJn)
-e1a11] Jurpes swisny yoelg 121)
9961 w1 orqnd ay) painsse ‘suaAln
VN AW Ayl ‘uay) dOVVN
asiog ay1 jJo uapisaad syl
«Ssapramod [29)
ajdoad jo Jaquunu [[ewS v "aseald
‘Ui sJsqQuinyg Moyl s7 8%Ts noge
Sapnine |e1dos jnogqe [BD0A aJowl
awodaq ajdoad,, :paulejdxa Jaa
-110 ‘uonjendod jo Janew e s1 1]
"ISpIW J1ay) ur wsioel
21 yum sanym juoajuod Ajuado
siapea] yoelq pip Ajenpesd Ajuo
"A|mols asiog payano) sg96] 2yl Jo
sjeagaydn [eoel WayInos ayL
‘padels pue ANs1aAiun
21vI§ asiog 1B $a)3[yle-1uapnis aq
0] awed siayjo pue ‘suonesodiod
adae) Aq paliy aiam awos ‘asey
90104 JIY SJWOH uwWRUNOW JO
IUSWIYSTIqRISS aY) Y1im pue [] Jem
PHOM Bupinp piaig uamon jo Fui
-uado syl yum ssaquinu Fuiseald
-ut ur aslog 01 awed syoeig
*SO061 Al1ea ay) ur as|og ul pay)
-19s ‘Ajomuay wodj sonuel e pue
Jayiod weny e “ug Jauwrem ‘Jay)
-gJpuetd SIH ‘SIUSWIISAAUI Ul UOI|
-[lw OGL$ sa|puey pue jyueg |euol)
-BN 18114 oyep] ay) jo juapisasd
80IA B SI [[I ||8JJ9] Jaulem
I148M PO
aouIs $HOv|q J10j parosduy aaey
SAOURISWINIIID MOY pue asiog ul
aArYy s)ouv|q awos s1004 daap ay)
sajenisnl Appwe) ea1a] 8yl
'uo Fupyoo| J88uis Jeald ayy Yim
‘111 Jouiep ‘uos juejur Jay Fuy
‘Ploy uewsajels ayl ul paamoid
sem ‘rie|D ‘9JIM S (8119l ‘awn
8yl 1e 21ay) Jejtem v “Ir ||adia]
Jauwiep 01 Jurpiodoe ‘|ajoy ay)
18 3]Iym Wood Jay ul uiewal ays
uonipuod ayj) uo Ing — 1aduod
B 10] as10g ul a[iym [210H eze|d
aayAmo ay) 1 Aeis 01 pamol
‘|B SEM UOSIapuy uvuBR 0)jed)
-u0d powe) ‘yeak awes ayj

woou joy u) Aeys o) peH

10102 UIys

SIY Jo asnedaq ‘sianenbs anym

jou Ing ‘uosyoupuay pelala

uawuiaAod ay) Jere| sieak pies

uapioul ayl ul paAjoaul Jaffuea
A0IAI9S 18210 ¥ JO uos aylL

‘assod uewg v Aq 510]

-INq JO [1ey B ul Jale| yivap o) joys

aq o) Ajuo ‘wy 1saaae 0] awwed

OUM Uaw om) pajliy a4 'Baly uol)

dmark | %

1

‘@ourioubl pue
uoneuIwuosSIp eans Bui
-0B|} ‘8810 u| pafels aAey
syoe|q Auew ‘jey; enuds
-8 ‘'suofiezjuebio pue
8iN}ino oe|q pejwi Jo
esneoseq 'JisiaA Buoj B ey
8| @sjog ul Buiay 'syoeiq
ewos Jo4 Aepsen)

peayy

“BAIDIY Nead asiog ayl 10) Aem
IYBW 0] (Pl Ul I9PIO UOIIDIAD
[e49pa] € paljap uosSHILIpUaH
‘SuonenIul Y4y ayl
Jo awmn ayy mnoqe Junueis ‘sieak
Gl Jo) adpry asi0g 2aYy) uo auo|e
papealsawoy oym uBWw Yoe|[q
B SeM 9H ‘uosyoupualy |ehoy
[iead Jo ased ay) ui sem Anuased
-de 11 se ‘sajym pue syowiq yloq
10} Apesap aq pinod wsioey
"s101210ads g0g Horq play
spaend paqoy ‘suoneniul Apjaam
40} S193J18 YIG] YuON pue yipl
YLION JO ¥o®q S[|IY 9Y)] U0 paia
-1ed staquawr YYY ‘VZBI U]
‘8BS JSIUNWIWO)) [ JBM POM
-1s0d ay1 Aq 1red ur pajany ‘oyepy
ul a1aymasia se ‘sgzel 241 Suunp
asiog ur juadunuod uepy xniy
Ny [BLUBISQNS B Sem 219y
*Krourw Aun
B aJam syoelq ‘ydnoy ‘shemiy
‘0661 Mun snsuad Aue ul pajunod
2q 0] aJam ueyl asow ‘il Aq
S}O®'|q R9[ PIISI| SI9yE] SNSUa)
‘001 ueyl asow jo diysiaquuatu
e paiseoq andea] [edidunjy ueor
-lawvy-uedlyy a9yl -uonendod
aym 1adae| Appsea ayl uey) Jaise)
duimosd sem uonendod yoriq
sasiog ‘pauwin) Ainjuad ay) sy
"PIES 12A
-0 . ‘Buriagins pue ured ay) pueis
-Ylim 0) pajeualje pue passasddo
119} oym ajdoad pajqeua 1ey) 1apio
|e1d0s pue jenjuiids papaau-yonw
ay1 papiaoad,, s,|ned ‘1S ‘sayaanyd
HoB|qQ (BRI WAYINOS ayI]
‘6061
0] 1SE3] 18 S3)ep YoInyd ay] "aAy
Kempeoaq gz1 ‘youny) 1sndeg e
-UOISSIA] [Ned 1S 3Y) Sasnoy 1ey)
duipning 1z61 2y st Surpuess (i
‘'sdnoad s,uawom pue Ajunwwod
pue s3duLiayied Ajwe;j ‘sjuaaa e
-0S Y1IM ‘pres ays ‘syoe|q astog 10}
tod |B20) B awo022q prY SIIIAIL
-0® younyod ‘sposl Ales ayr Ag
saniAnoe yaunyd

"PIBS IJAI]O ‘DAIAINS
01 pey Aay) asnedaq 1eoq ay) yooud
1wou pmnom 1snl aidoad swog
.. 3U1123] awos aq 1w
alayy,, Isneddaq ‘yaunyd ay) 1ou
‘faenilow v ul [RIaUN) B palld)
-a1d ays pres ays Ing ‘[em Jaay
pajeal) ‘Jaquiawl JalByD B Sem
aYs yoiym Jo ‘youny) ueualiq
“Sald 1sd14 auym Anueunwopaad
Y} Ul SUOAIIAD plES AYS ‘Yreap ul
uaaa ‘aoer|d Jay mauy uojnopw
"aS10g Ul Pa1as AYs 05 "100)
-a1eq Aem ay) jo ued payrem Su
-Ary ‘Buijeara) jo ydnoua pey ays
uaym Ajiwiey ayym B yim 2981 i
BIUIOjI[BD 0] ABm JaYy U0 Sem ays
'GAB|S Jaullo) v ‘UO)NOW , BUIA
uny,, BUIA[F SBM U "d|qISIA
SSA| UBAD DuoM uUdWOoMm Nomr|g
‘pres
aa1LIe ay) ‘a10A pInod sYovIq 18]
duunsua me| |e1apa) v Jo mouy
ou pip Aiqeqoad spedyjo  j1od
« YT 8y pasnjal sem 1nq “Jojleq
s1y nusodap 01 Aepuop uo sp10j)e
[e19A8S apew (oym) asiog Jo uaz
1112 palojod v, se ‘Jaje] syjuow
xis ‘aaded oy w 1sem uyor
JO uonuaw Jayjouw Ss1 aJayl
‘[aaaenb Fuquied e uy ‘astog Jo
Jaqueq yoe|q saauoid ayy ‘Apool
qQog yiwap 01 joys 1sem uyor
eyl gogl ur payodaa uvwsaims

vi afed woy panupuod

s)oelg

sSyoe|q asiog

Reproduced from the collections at Idaho State Archives/Records
©2012

Center. This material may be protected by copyright law, Title 17

U.S. Code.

v Idaho « State
[1storical




