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• Grew up in Boise 
• Graduated from Borah, Boise State, and the University of 

Idaho 
• Always wanted to be an archaeologist 
• Am currently a PhD student at the University of Arizona 

About Bill White, III 



About the 
Project: 
• Initially conceived in 2003 as a 

graduate student at the University 
of Idaho 

• 2006– Pam Demo’s thesis “Boise’s 
River Street Neighborhood- Lee 
and Ash Streets” 

• Mateo Osa (1981) Survey of River 
Street Neighborhood 

• Susan Stacy (1995) River Street 
Area Reconnaissance Area 

• Boise State History Department 
websites 





River Street 
Digital History 
Project Goals: 
• Create an online compendium of 

information related to the River 
Street Neighborhood 

• Collaborate with former residents 
• Provide space for descendants to 

document their history 
• Share history of the 

neighborhood with the rest of the 
world 

Descendants Warner Terrell (left) and Dick Madry 
(right) in River Street, summer 2014 



Boise Department of 
Arts and History Grant 
Generously funded 2014 fieldwork, 
website creation, and forthcoming 
publication 
 
Travel funded by Charles Redd Center 
for Western History at Brigham Young 
University 
 
Additional funding provided by the 
Department of Anthropology at the 
University of Arizona 



Archival Research 

Oral Histories 

Website 



Website has 6 main sections 



Acknowledgement of funding sources, data collection 
strategies, and project goals 



History of River Street from 
prehistory to present 
• Within Western Shoshone 

territory 
• Part of John McClellan’s 

homestead until 1890s 
• Railroad arrives in 1887; 

River Street platted: 
Riverside, Miller, City Park 
Additions in 1890s 

• 1900s– 1920s– River Street 
becomes working-class 
residential neighborhood 

• 1940s—African American 
soldiers live in 
neighborhood 

• 1950s—1960s– 
Neighborhood thrives as 
multi-racial place 

• 1970s– decline and urban 
renewal 











Findings: 
First and foremost, River Street was a vibrant, multi-racial community 



Findings: 
River Street was essential to race differentiations in Boise 



Findings: 
Understanding how race is created is important for our understandings of race in the 
modern world; River Street provides a unique case study 

Protester and police in Ferguson, MO (2014) 



Future Research: 
• Complete paperback and eBook of the project findings from 2014 
• Continue collecting oral history interviews and digitizing materials 
• Continue adding to website 
• Poster at 2015 Society for Historical Archaeology Conference in Seattle 
• Public archaeology project at the Erma Hayman House 
• Finish dissertation 
• Expand project to heritage conservation program 

Erma Hayman House 
(2014) 
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